Welcome to Queensland and the world’s iconic Great Barrier Reef!
At 2,300 km long, the largest living organism in the world is still a place of incredible beauty, a place to
explore and enjoy but it’s future is in the balance.
Coral reefs worldwide are under extreme pressure due to increasing water temperatures and yes, the GBR
has been through two bleaching events in 2016 and 2017. “But, it ain’t done yet” as the “ Godfather of
Corals“ Dr Charlie Veron said after surfacing from a dive on the most diverse coral reef ever found on the
GBR while on the GBR Legacy’s Search for the Super Corals expedition in Nov
2018. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4Kjp2WCacQ)
Even though some reefs have been badly degraded, they are also regenerating and there are still many
wonderful areas to dive, snorkel and explore. It just means you will have to pick where you plan to
go. Fortunately, super yachts are built for just this purpose and with the expertise of local guides your best
reef experience is assured.
If you want a truly unique experience, Super Yacht Group Great Barrier Reef in association with the not–
for-profit, Great Barrier Reef Legacy (www.gbrlegacy.org) and Dive Addiction create unique, custom made
itineraries with knowledgeable marine biologists/guides to swim with Minke Whales, Sharks, big fish, coral
gardens, deep sea nautilus or bespoke indigenous cultural experiences.
To preserve healthy coral reefs into the future, new and innovative opportunities exist to harness
philanthropic investments. By becoming a “vessel of opportunity” access and important research can be
conducted from super yachts.
A few tips: The GBR is the size of Italy so to get the best out of your reef experience you may want to:
1. Hire a quality guide with experience in the area of operation (speak to Super Yacht Group Great Barrier
Reef - a complimentary service).
2. Consider the calendar of natural history events:
Eg: In June and July the northern GBR is host to one of the world’s most incredible wildlife
experiences….swimming with Dwarf Minke whales. This is a special permitted activity so you will want to
hire a whale guide and permit to snorkel/dive with the friendliest mammals on the planet. or Turtle nesting
in Nov-December.
3. Take advantage of the various regional airports such as Hamilton Island, Lizard Island, Lockhart River
or Horn Island to rendezvous with your vessel and access the best reefs and wildlife experiences
We hope you truly enjoy the wonders of the reef when you come down under.
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There are no Barriers too Great to save our Reefs!

Photos 1 Caption: John Rumney, Charlie Veron, Dean Miller admiring the first new coral species to be
discovered in 30 years and possibly 3 to 4 newly discovered on the GBR.

Photo 2 Caption: Dwarf Minke Whale "pirouetting " Eye to Eye with snorkelers.

Photo 3 Caption: Diving with a living fossil the Chambered Nautilus

Photo 4 Caption: Due to good fish management practices the Reef still has large fish unlike many coral
reefs.

Photo 5 Caption: The myriad dance of life on the reef.

Photo 6 Caption: Turtles laying eggs on sand cays Nov- Dec

